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Saturday afternoons are 
generally reserved for 
impassioned sporting activities 
and fighting through the 
crowds to get in the shopping. 
However, a clear demonstration 
of the breadth of interest in 
science was shown by the 
2000 or so members of the 
general public who visited 
the Cavendish Laboratory as 
part of “Science on Saturday” 
during the Cambridge Science 
Festival. The two-week long 
event is renowned for its huge 
range of activities and talks 
from well-known scientists, 
and it provides students with 
a showcase to present their 
research to the public.

The Cavendish Laboratory 
opened its doors at 2.00 p.m. 
and the crowd built up 

steadily during the day. Other 
departments also held events 
and enjoyed similar crowds.

Within the Cavendish, a 
carefully arranged series 
of activities was on offer to 
ensure that all age ranges and 
abilities were accommodated. 
The flagship lecture was 
“Centuries of light” given 
by Prof. Peter Littlewood 
and Prof. Jeremy Baumberg. 
This 50-minute presentation 
about the properties of light 
involved many demonstrations 
of physical properties such 
as diffraction, backed up by 
the historical and scientific 
significance of those effects.

For the very young there was 
a make-and-do area where 
numerous elastic bands were 
used to propel the dragsters 

that were built from paper and 
tape. These were raced against 
one another on a carefully 
policed track that faced 
many invasions by enthused 
under-fives and their parents.

Cambridge Hands-on 
Science, or CHaOS, as it is 
more commonly known, did a 
sterling job of demonstrating 
a fascinating range of physical 
phenomena to adults and 
children alike. Water-powered 
rockets streaked across the 
sky, causing sudden variations 
in the flight paths of the ducks 
from the local pond and some 
additional watering of the lawn 
on this bright, cloudless day.

Schools were represented by 
the Technobotts of Hills Road 
Sixth Form College, Cambridge, 
who showed the high level of 

sophistication that motivated 
school teams can produce, while 
other members of the sixth-form 
presented their human-sized 
robot, which can pick up, carry 
and accurately deposit balls 
over a large area.

The planetarium, a 
long-standing favourite, was 
packed from 2.00 p.m. until 
5.30 p.m. and East Anglia Branch 
representatives carried out 
experiments showing how to 
maximise the quality of images 
from telescopes.

Comments were universally 
positive and many family groups 
left, dragsters in hand, to visit 
other science festival activities 
later in the evening or simply to 
go home and reflect on the day.
W G Proud, Cavendish Laboratory, 
Cambridge

Festival of light illuminates Cambridge families

Profs. Littlewood and Baumberg demonstrate optical equipment.

The Hills Road Sixth Form Technobotts team presents its robot.

Families construct dragsters in the make-and-do area at the event.

Awe-struck children meet a Dalek during “Science on Saturday”.

A new executive director of 
innovation has been appointed 
by the East of England 
Development Agency (EEDA) 
to drive forward innovative 
business activity across the East 
of England “ideas region”.

Dr Paul May took up the new 
post on Monday 2 February 
leading on EEDA’s strategic 
priority of helping more 
businesses turn innovative 
ideas into commercial realities. 
A Cambridge graduate, Paul 
brings a wealth of business and 
entrepreneurial experience 
to the EEDA, ranging from 
technology and development 
roles at IBM and Sharp to 
board-level executive positions 
at several global-leading 
technology start-ups.

For more details, visit www.
eeda.org.uk/3635.asp.

The East of England 
Development Agency’s 
(EEDA) Intensive Support for 
Businesses programme has 
been set up to complement the 
government’s launch of the Real 
Help for Business initiative. 
Experienced advisers from 
some of the region’s enterprise 
agencies will work alongside up 

to 600 start-up and established 
businesses across the region to 
help them to address difficulties 
and to improve their efficiency, 
and by doing so, give that 
business a better chance of 
surviving the current downturn 
in the UK’s economic climate.

For more details, visit http://
www.eeda.org.uk/3619.asp.

The Cambridge Network 
links like-minded people 
from business and academia 
to each other and to the 
global high-technology 
community for the benefit 
of the Cambridge region. It 
has around 1500 corporate 
and individual members. The 
network arranges high-profile 
open meetings, which attract 
200–300 attendees, and café 
networking events on themes 

such as raising money for R&D 
and breaking into new markets. 
It also operates the Electronics 
Knowledge Transfer Network for 
the East of England. The East 
Anglia Branch of the Institute 
of Physics is a member under 
the name “Institute of Physics 
(East Anglia Branch)”. For 
more information, visit www.
cambridgenetwork.co.uk.

From 2 March 2009, the 
new CEO of the Cambridge 

Network is Dr Matt Schofield. 
Matt was formerly at the 
London Technology Network 
where he led a team of nine 
technologists that matched 
businesses across London to 
experts in universities and small 
companies across Europe. He 
has a first in natural sciences 
and a PhD from the University of 
Cambridge, where he founded 
the Cambridge University 
Entrepreneurs’ Society.

The Cambridge Network’s 
next open meeting, entitled 
“Now is the hour”, will focus 
on businesses that started up 
during the last downturn. It 
will take place at 6.00 p.m. on 
6 May at The Gillespie Centre, 
Clare College, Queens Road, 
Cambridge CB3 9AJ.

Registration is required 
(www.cambridgenetwork.
co.uk/events/article/default.
aspx?objid=57589).

EEDA focuses on 
turning business 
ideas into reality

Mentoring service will 
offer business support

Network welcomes new head and 
looks forward to upcoming event

Tech group coordinates 
activities to directly 
support new enterprise
Tim Minshall, from the 
Institute for Manufacturing 
at the Cambridge University 
Engineering Department, has 
set up a network of researchers 
and associates focused on 
research and education relating 

to the origins, start-up and 
growth of technology-based 
ventures and their impact upon 
the economy. The webpage 
at http://www.ifm.eng.cam.
ac.uk/ctm/teg/ contains much 
interesting material.

Families arrive in style on a working model steam train during “Science on Saturday” at the Cavendish. 




